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HPV -3 has been found associated with flat warts in both normal 
individuals and EV patients, HPV -5-induced PV -like lesions, 
until now, have been found only in EV patients [5-8]. Further, 
EV patients with only HPV -3 infection have had no skin cancer 
to date, whereas skin cancers have been detE:!cted in all reported 
patients infected with HPV-5 [6,7,11], and more recently the 
HPV -5 genome has been detected in 2 skin cancers from the 
one EV patient so far studied [7]. These findings favor the 
potential oncogenicity of HPV -5. 
An analogous situation seems to be occurring in some renal 
allograft recipients, an immunosuppressed population known to 
have a markedly increased incidence of warts and skin cancers 
[1-3]. Recently a renal transplant recipient with multiple flat 
warts, but no skin cancers, was reported to be infected with 
HPV-3 [14]. Our fmding of an EV-like syndrome observed in 1 
of our 2 renal allograft recipients infected with HPV -5 raises 
the question of the role of HPV-5 in the pathogenesis of skin 
cancers observed in this population. 
The authors wish to thank D. Cany for preparation of illustrations. 
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